RESPONDING TO CLOSURE LISTING OF YOUR (NEIGHBORS) POST OFFICE

So, it has come to this.  USPS seeks to abandon small town rural America in a bid to become profitable.  Unfortunately, the $200 million to be saved by closing ALL 3,653 Post Offices on the current list is only 2.3% of this years $8.5 Billion minimum deficit and will do nothing to “SAVE” the US Postal Service.

What can you do? 

As a Postmaster, your only choice is to support the organization that employs you and you raised your hand and swore to support.  When the public/news organization wants information you must forward them to the appropriate Public Affairs Officer in your district.

As a League of Postmasters Member, fill out the Post Office Closure Questionnaire at home, on your own computer and paste it into an email and send to Mario Principe, maprincipe@verizon.net, the Leagues Post Office closing expert You can also print it and mail it to Mario at 6237 Wilmette Drive, Burke, VA 22015.  This will get your league support from DC started.  Include your state league contacts on that email to get support from state reps such as Area Coordinator Jo Oberly, njgirljo@aol.com, National Secretary Shelly Souders, rsstigall@wk.net and State President Teena Hudson, goinpostal22@hotmail.com; others are at http://www.kyleaguepm.org/contact.html.  Contact any local retired Postmasters and motivate them to become active in support of your office.  
As a US Citizen, on your time and using your private resources, you can contact your congressional representative, state representative and local governmental representatives (see “Contact” below) and provide them publicly available information.  As a US Citizen you do not have access to internal postal information and so may not discuss anything from there, but what is in the public domain (see “Resources” below) is in the public domain and so can be discussed by any US Citizen (1st Amendment).  You must identify to your representative that you do not represent the USPS and are only speaking as a private US Citizen.  More important than you contacting your state and local representative, meet privately with your local governmental representative, chamber of commerce president, and economic growth organizations and arm them with public information so they can contact the state and federal representatives.  Their voices will carry much more weight than a USPS employee whose job/employment status may be affected. Also below are talking points to help get you started. 
Contact your congressional representative via

http://www.congress.org/
http://www.prc.gov/prc-pages/default.aspx - Postal Regulatory Commission.

Resources:

http://www.savethepostoffice.com/
http://www.postalnews.com/
http://www.postmasters.org/resources/links/
http://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/cfr.php?title=39  - Code of Federal Regulations Title 39

http://about.usps.com/news/electronic-press-kits/expandedaccess/assets/pdf/vpo-fact-sheet-110726.pdf - Village Post Office Fact Sheet

