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League Members;
 
Over the past few weeks, we have been on overload with so many articles on post office closure. The most frequent number used was that the Postal Service was in the process of closing 2,000 offices and then would review another 16,000--which is half of the existing post offices if you’re counting all stations and branches as well.  There were numerous articles, Washington Post, Wall Street Journal and many newspapers carried their articles across the country and then came the follow-up editorials. Many in the Washington, D.C., area slanted them in a way that showed closures are needed, past due and warranted. Many, with the exception of the Wall Street Journal, never even mentioned the real financial issue at this time: the overpayment of $55-75 billion to the civil service retirement fund and the burden that Congress has imposed on the Postal Service with regard to the yearly $5.5 billion payment for pre-funding or retirement health care until 2016 that no other corporation is required to do. No one mentioned that closing 10,000 of the smallest offices only saves 7% of one percent of the total operating budget and that does not take into account the extension of delivery that will have to take place to provide service. You could not open a paper or read a blog that did not have an article on post office closure. Just my opinion, and I may be wrong, but this follows the blueprint of five-day delivery … blitz the media with articles on closure and condition the public to the thought of closing post offices and you are half way there.  Consider it amputation with anesthesia, bless their hearts.
 
The Postal Service will be reviewing those offices that are running at a deficit. I wonder if that is just rural offices, since most urban offices lose money as well. Well we don’t want to invite the devil in but 92 percent of all offices run at a deficit. There is one other point I want to make on this. One of the main things the federal government does is transfer resources from urban areas to rural. That is why our Founders placed a mandate for rural post offices and postal roads in the Constitution. Universal service should be a right to all citizens no matter where you live. How that service is given is at the heart of the argument today. The first 2,000 plus offices that the Postal Service is starting closure on include 400 which have been suspended for some time. The rest of the first group of post offices to close take in little revenue, have few customers and are vacant. In the Washington Post article, it was also mentioned that if an unprofitable site employs fewer than five people, is open less than eight hours a day and is within 15-20 miles of another, larger location, it’s likely to close. Have I got your attention yet? 
 
Regardless if the number is 2,000, 5,000 or 16,000 offices, all Postmasters need to understand that at this time there is a list of post offices to be reviewed. It could lead to closures and may if we do nothing.  Federal law under Title 39 still states, Post Offices cannot be closed solely for economic reasons.  Any decision to close or consolidate a Post Office must be based on certain criteria. These include the effect on the community served; the effect on employees of the Postal Office. The Post Office must provide a maximum degree of effective and regular postal service to rural areas, communities and small towns.
 
So we know what post offices are being looked at today. We know what current law states, so communities do have a choice to get involved today. We know that the media is telling one side of the story, which can be changed by those who can pick up a pen or type a letter.  If you believe rural America deserves to have the same service as urban America, then you need to get involved with legislation because the real story here is an attempt to change current law and public perception. Sen. Tom Carper introduced a bill in 2010 (and I am sure it will be reintroduced in 2011) which removed the restriction of closing a post office solely for economic reasons. This language and other legislation is gaining momentum and only you can change that. 
 
I must caution you to not try and organize your community if it is under review for closure, we have resources for this. You may speak to your Representatives as a concerned citizen or as a LEAGUE member, about the myths and facts surrounding the Postal Service, legislation and current bills because these are general topics that anyone can address.  Do it off the clock and as concerned citizen, not the Postmaster. 
 
Help stop the momentum, be a part of what happens in the future and choose to get involved. Start by joining us at Forum.
 
 
Mark
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